Las Positas College Academic Senate                                                                                              Page 2
December 8, 2004

Minutes


Las Positas College

Academic Senate

Approved

Minutes

December 8, 2004

Room 2206

Present: 
Christine Acacio, Evan Barshack, TeriAnn Bengiveno, Elena Cole, Moh Daoud, 

Greg Daubenmire, Alex Edens, Debbie Fields, Ruth Hanna, Susan Hiraki, Melissa Korber, Jane McCoy, Sophie Rheinheimer, Cynthia Ross, Matthew Schellenberg, Paul Torres

Absent:  Pamela English, Lauren Hasten, Pam Healy, Jim Heiner, Tim Heisler, Jason Morris, 



Chris Trimmer

1.
Call to Order: President Rheinheimer called the meeting to order at 2:35 PM.  

2. 
Establishment of Quorum:  Quorum was established.


3.   Agenda

Motion to approve agenda as written.

Motion:
To approve the agenda as written.

MSC:
Cynthia Ross/Teri Ann Bengiveno

Approved - Unanimous

4.
Approval of November 10, 2004 Minutes

Motion:  
To approve the minutes of November 10, 2004 as written.

MSC: 
TeriAnn Bengiveno/Cynthia Ross 

Approved - unanimous

5.   Reports 
A.  President’s Report – Sophie Rheinheimer

Planning and Budget Committee Meeting  - At the December 2nd meeting, the committee approved to fill vacant faculty positions in:


1.
Horticulture (Ron Liljedahl retirement)


2.
Articulation Officer/Counselor (Denise VanHorn-Landre retirement)


3.
Business (Carol Clough retirement)


4.
English (Peggy Riley retirement)


5.
Computer Science (Philip Wasserman retirement)


6.
ESL (possible resignation from Sarah Nielsen)

There were seventeen requests for new faculty positions (LPC has two possible openings).  The top three rankings (in order) were English, Fire Science, and Physical Education/Coach.  Although there were some concerns about the outcome of the vote, PBC will pass this recommendation to President Halliday, who will have the final decision.

Instructional equipment requests will be prioritized at the February 3, 2005 meeting, although several ‘must have’ items were approved (i.e. upgrading room 408B to a ‘smart’ classroom).

District General Education Task Force – At the meeting on December 3, 2004, LPC presented the updated version of core competencies as determined by the Learning Outcomes Task Force.  Chabot presented their current version of Learning Goals as created by a sub-committee in their Institutional Planning and Budget Committee.

Board of Trustee’s Meeting – At the December 7, 2004 meeting, Barbara Mertes was elected President for 2004-05, and Gary Craig as Secretary.  Carlo Vecchiarelli is the newest trustee.

     B.   Vice President’s Report – Jim Heiner


No Report


C.  
Secretary – Greg Daubenmire

No Report

D.   Treasurer – Debbie Fields

$1,301.00.  Flowers were sent from the Senate for the Linda Lucas memorial.  


E.    ASLPC Represenative(s) – Pamela English/Chris Trimmer

No Report

F.
Faculty Association – Jane McCoy


Due to the attendance of press personnel, Ms. McCoy requested the meeting be closed for her report.  She has been in contact with Charlotte Lofft regarding the Human Resource issue.  Please direct all comments and concerns to either Ms. McCoy or Ms. Lofft.  

G.
Division Representatives:


Division I – Cynthia Ross

No Report

 Division II – Melissa Korber

The Academic Integrity statement was presented to her division at the last meeting.  There was a great deal of feedback generated.  

Division III – Alex Edens

Division III is not enthusiastic about the Academic Senate Integrity statement.  The division would have preferred the Academic Senate send a draft to all divisions before distributing the final copy campus wide.  

Division IV – Christine Acacio

The Academic Integrity statement stunned division IV.  Ms. Acacio clarified the action is what was shocking, not the statement.

Division V – Moh Daoud

Division V concurred with Ms. Acacio’s remarks.  They too were shocked at the action and not the statement.  However, Mr. Daoud noted the consequences are not within the Senate’s purview to address.

6.   Public Forum

  Mr. Barshack commented on voting for the new faculty positions.  Concern was expressed with the equity of the rankings and process.  President Rheinheimer noted each division came up with the ranking. There is representation at the Planning and Budget Committee (PBC) meeting; each dean was required to present their rationale.

7.
 Unfinished Business

A.

Enrollment Management – Stuart McElderry



Dr. McElderry could not attend the Senate meeting but provided the following information:  



1.)
All 2005-06 discipline plans have been formally approved and will shortly be forwarded to the District Enrollment Management Committee.  The LPC College Enrollment Management Committee will meet again on January 21, 2005.  Contact Dr. McElderry with any comments or questions.
8.  New Business


A.
Academic Scholarships
There was discussion regarding current Academic Senate funds and scholarships.  Currently, the Senate is funding $200 for the Carol Clough scholarship and other student scholarships.  There is a desire for alternative ways to allocate the funds.  One suggestion was to have a faculty scholarship.  Ms. Bengiveno proposed some of the funds be earmarked for the faculty symposium as it promotes faculty socialization.  It was noted that last year, $300 was given to help defray some of this cost.  Due to the growth at LPC, it was suggested it might be a good idea if some funds were used to support and celebrate the faculty.  President Rheinheimer stated she is on the Celebrate LPC Committee; and the Academic Senate last year donated $200 for the appreciation luncheon.  Ms. Hanna suggested putting together a list of suggestions and taking a vote on it.  It was proposed one (1) $400 student scholarship should be offered for 2004-05.  President Rheinheimer motioned for a vote on the student scholarship amount for 2004-05.

Motion:
The Academic Senate will fund one (1) $400 student scholarship for the 2004-05 academic year.

MSC:

Cynthia Ross

In Favor:


10

Opposed:


1

Abstentions:

2


B.
Sub-committee Workshop during January Break

President Rheinheimer proposed January 12, 2005 from 10:00 a.m. to 12:00 p.m. as a workshop date.  If this is not possible, having a virtual meeting during this time period was also suggested.  The purpose is to have input on the Honesty and Integrity statements.  President Rheinheimer will contact all the senators before the holidays with more information.

C.
Discipline List for Minimum Qualifications Review


A handout was distributed to each division representative.  It noted changes in the minimum qualifications for certain disciplines.  President Rheinheimer requested it be taken back to each division and reviewed.  There were seventeen changes overall, which will be voted on in the spring.  There will be a review hearing at the end of January.  President Rheinheimer requests all changes are provided to her by the end of January 2005.

9.
Joint Meeting with Curriculum Committee


Curriculum Committee Members Present:  Richard Dry, Lisa Everett, Neal Ely, Jackie Fitzgerald,


John Gonder, Barbara Hardy, LaVaughn Hart, Teresa Henson, Pamela Luster, Don Milanese, 


Birgitte Ryslinge, Teri Suzuki, Nancy Wright


General Education requirements for the LPC Associate in Arts (AA) degree in the following topics were discussed:


English Composition, Wellness/Health/PE, American Institutions, Mathematics, Computer Literacy/Competency/Proficiency/Information Competency, American Cultures, and any others deemed necessary.  


Ms. Everett provided the following update:


A.
LPC Student Learning Outcomes (SLO) Taskforce is refining the Core Competencies.  The final semester meeting is December 13, 2004.


B.
District General Education Taskforce continues to meet.


C.
Proposals submitted from the last joint meeting will be used as a starting point.


Ms. Everett pointed out Title V applies to general education for an Associate degree.  For the Associate of Science (AS) LPC will be using the pre-1983 definition.


English Composition


Currently, Title V requires three (3) units.  There is a movement statewide towards making English 1A a requirement for graduation.  Currently, LPC requires six (6) units:


- 100A


- 100B


- 104


- 52A, ESL


- 1A, 70, 12, 13, 23, 27, 32, 38…


- 3, 4, 7, 11


Heavy discussion ensued regarding the English Composition requirement.  Las Positas College needs to determine what our general education requirement(s) beyond Title V will be.  There were several suggestions ranging from intensive writing courses to adding additional English courses.  Ms. McCoy proposed a requirement of English 4 or 7 (but not English 11), which has a prerequisite of English 1A, and eliminate three (3) units from the English requirement, which previously required both 1A and 4, or 7.  There was concern how accreditation might observe this.  It was noted Chabot is asking all disciplines to propose courses and units.  Dr. Cota has decided the number of units.  We are obligated to reduce three (3) units from our district.


Ms. McCoy requested clarification as to which committee has the purview to vote on this.  It was emphasized the Curriculum Committee is a sub-committee of the Academic Senate.  Ms. Everett noted the Curriculum Committee would be presenting their findings to the Academic Senate as necessary for review.


There was much debate and discussion as to an Associate of Arts “terminal” degree versus transfer and how this would affect students.  What should the requirements be?  What current options are available and would be in the future for students?  With regards to writing requirements, it was noted an intensive writing course already exists which students can take; English 70 in conjunction with English 52A meets the current requirements.   There is limited flexibility in changing the writing course(s) requirements.  


Wellness/Health/PE


Las Positas College currently requires Health 1 (3 units) and a PE activity (2 units).  CSU currently requires three (3) units of “Understanding and Self Development”.   Ms. Everett noted several proposals were received which would provide a health class with an embedded PE activity.  It was noted the requirement could be waived for military and nursing personnel, they are likely to be above the Health I level.



American Institutions


Las Positas College currently requires six (6) units and is similar to the CSU requirement.  UC currently has no requirement.  Discussion consisted of ways to define American Institutions and how can value be put on specific areas.  Ms. McCoy emphasized the need for promotion in this area as the campus is becoming much more diverse, and with that comes a better understanding of history, economics, and the world around us, etc.  The majority of proposals received advocated maintaining between 3-6 units.


Mathematics

Currently LPC requires proficiency at the Beginning Algebra level (0 units).  There is a statewide movement to raise the level to Intermediate Algebra.  There appears to be support at LPC to raise the level.  LPC needs to determine how to go about accomplishing this.  Proposals received by the Curriculum Committee ranged from 0-3 units, requiring a class, and/or proficiency/assessment testing.  Ms. Henson proposed a “Mathematics for the Workplace” class for those students who are not planning to transfer. 

Computer Literacy/Competency/Information Technology

Currently there is no real definition.  Ms. Everett distributed a handout titled “Information Competency”, an excerpt from a 1998 paper adopted by the Academic Senate of California Community Colleges, Information Competency in the California Community Colleges.   Several definitions are provided and it is suggested Las Positas College may want to refer to these when defining the requirements.

There is a statewide movement towards information competency.  Las Positas College needs to determine its role in this area.  There was brief discussion; the consensus was in favor of establishing a definition and/or requirements.  Several ideas were proposed, ranging from a stand-alone course to a co-requisite of English 1A and Library 10.  Ms. Everett noted a course could be integrated with Information Competency and then double count the course – English 1A or Health 1 for example.  Similarly Information Competency could be infused into each area of study in the general education pattern.  No conclusion was reached.  Ms. Everett requested everyone give the matter further thought and contact her with questions and suggestions.

American Cultures

Las Positas College requires one (1) course, but it can be double counted (0 units).  CSU currently does not have an American Cultures graduation requirement. UC does require a course.  Ms. Everett noted not many proposals were submitted and those received suggested maintaining the current requirement.

In closing, Ms. Everett noted the Curriculum Committee would take all information and formulate a draft General Education proposal.  It will be presented to the Academic Senate in February 2005.

10.
Good of the Order




The next meeting will be February 9, 2005 in room 2205.  

11.
Adjournment




President Rheinheimer adjourned the meeting at 4:40 p.m. 


