Las Positas College

Safety Committee Minutes

Monday October 1, 2007
To: Las Positas Committee Members

Members Present: Frankie Alexander, Christian Blanco, Cindy Balero, James Dobson, Gerry Gire,  Susan Hiraki, Nan Ho, Ron Johanson, Doris Massey, Stuart McElderry, Jeanne Virgilio and Lisa Weaver.
Members Absent:  Stan Barnes
Charge:

Studies, reviews and recommends regulations and procedures relating to the physical safety (to include environmental and physical hazards) of staff and students.
Campus Safety:

Summary of Crimes: Rich Butler reported on the following crimes for the month of August:
 13 reports of unsafe driving, 12 first aid calls, 1 trash fire, 1 auto collision, 2 informational reports, 1report of  grand theft, 1 report 5150 W&I, 1 hit and run, 3 reports of vandalism, 1 report of safety hazard, 1 petty theft, 1 lost permit, 1 vehicle damage, 1 reckless driving, 1 outside assist, 1 found permit.
Sept. 2007

13 reports of unsafe driving, 25 first aid calls, 1 grand theft, 1 auto collision, 2 hit and runs, 1 vehicle collision, 2 petty thefts, 1 sexual harassment, 3 reports of vandalism, 1 suspicious circumstances, 1 report of suspicious persons, and 1 report of unlocking a building.

Rich explained how the citation process works and the bail amounts.  Rich informed the committee that the Campus Safety Department writes between 200-300 citations a month. 

Besides parking violations the officers also issue citations for unsafe driving, and for failure to 
obey signs and pavement markings.

The Campus Safety officers also give out warnings to staff and students to deter opportunist crimes reminding students/staff not to leave valuables in plain view.  

Building 2400:

It was mentioned that the doors in building 2400 are not handicap accessible and are extremely heavy and hard to open by persons in a wheel chair or using crutches.  One issue brought to the committee by the ASLPC in regards to this building was that the tutorial center would like to prop the doors open during the time the tutorial center is open.  It was advised that this would activate an alarm and the doors should remain closed in an unlocked state.  
The committee agreed that the transition into the new building has been challenging especially having to deal with doors not unlocking or locking at the correct times. The Campus Safety Department has been trying to correct this issue by adjusting the schedule times as needed and by educating staff and faculty about using metal keys on doors that are operated by card reader devices which over-ride the computer programming that locks and unlocks the doors.
It was brought up to the committee that the handicap lifts in building 2400 have not been functional since the opening of the building. One of the problems has been the repeated vandalism on these lifts where the operating switch has been removed. It was suggested that signs be placed showing an alternate route and or “work in progress” signs on the lifts.
A motion to repair the lifts as soon as possible was suggested to ensure that we are ADA compliant.  

Student Health Center:

Doris Massey reported to the committee the stats for the Student Health Center for the month of 
August:

Visits: 351
Days of Service: 10
Average Visits per day: 35
Emergency: 5
Mental Health Counseling: 9
September:

Visits: 639

Days of Service: 19

Average Visits per day: 35

Emergency: 6

Mental Health Counseling: 27

Doris informed the committee that flu shots will be available again this year.  Cost will be $15 for staff and free for students.  Flu shots will be offered to those considered to be at high risk i.e. chronic disease or over 65.  The flu vaccinations should be available as early as September. 
Doris reported that the increase in visits to the Health Center for the month of September is in part due to the mandatory health requirements for students enrolled in Health 81 which consist of current Immunizations to include Hepatitis B, and a two series T.B. Test.   Each student enrolled needs to be seen at least 3 times to meet the requirements for Health 81.
The Health Center also responds to first aid calls in cooperation with the Campus Safety Department.  One concern shared with the committee was about the outdoor sports playing and practicing in extremely hot temperatures.  One suggestion mentioned is that more training be provided to staff, faculty and students to detect the early symptoms of heat stoke and to develop policies for games and practices in extreme heat.
Round Table:

Doris made the committee aware of the mental health services offered by the Health Center which are available Monday for Cal-Works students, and Tuesday through Thursday open to all students.  The depression screening forms developed by Jean Lloyd are still available in the Health Center for those who would like to have them.  
It was suggested by the committee to update the “Office Hours” to include the days that mental health counseling is available.  Also it would be helpful if the Health Center had a pamphlet or handout the faculty and staff could keep readily available to hand out to students dealing with grief and depression.
A committee member mentioned that the wheels bus is trying to extend their service time to accommodate persons needing service after 10:05pm which is currently the last bus.  No change is anticipated until after January 2008, but students are performing a survey to help Wheels determine what type of service is desired.
It was brought to the attention of the committee that the temporary recycling bins that are currently being used in building 2400 pose a health risk as it seems to attract flies, and ants and seems to be a breeding grounds for flies.  

Jeanne asked about the incident that took place in the bookstore which involved Battery, this was turned over to Livermore Police Department. In this case Rich reviewed the video surveillance tapes and is working with the bookstore to improve their internal procedures for dealing with hostile situations.   As a committee we came to an agreement that due to the continued growth of the college  an adequate level of Campus Safety officers needs to be maintained on campus at all times.  Currently the Campus Safety office has two –three officers and the Director of Campus Safety on duty on the day shift beginning at 6:30am-4:00pm, and two officers on the evening shift and one on the graveyard shift.  The office is open twenty-four hours a day, seven days a week.
Ron Johansen made a motion to bring before each committee the need for a full time supervisor for the Campus Safety Department.  This position is included in the Security master plan for the college, but has not yet been filled due to the higher priority staffing needs of other departments.  The process for hiring new employees was discussed.  Mr. Butler has petitioned the P.B.C. several times and on each occasion has been superseded.
.  
The next meeting will be Monday November 5, 2007.
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